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Jesus Christ is but a creature, then all those who worship Him with the worship due to God are idolaters." No Christian, was his conclusion, could give any countenance to such a person,but nevertheless he stopped the trial by issuing a warrant for Biddle's confinement at St. Mary's Castle in the Scilly Islands. Bid-die's life was undoubtedly saved by this intervention.
In spite of the liberality and comprehensiveness of Cromwell's ecclesiastical policy, there were several sections of Puritans whom it failed to satisfy. Some Independents opposed any established Church, and denied that the State ought in any way to meddle with religious matters. The most distinguished adherents of this view were Vane and Milton. The magistrate, said Milton, had no coercive power at all in matters of religion. It was not his business "to settle religion/' as it was popularly termed, "by appointing either what we shall believe in divine things or practise in religious." His duty was simply to defend the Church. " Had he once learned not further to concern himself with Church affairs, half his labour might be spared and the Commonwealth better tended."
Another section, in the name of liberty of conscience, denied the State any right to punish blasphemous or immoral doctrines. " They tell the Magistrate," said the Protector," that he hath nothing to do with men holding such notions; these are matters of conscience and opinion ; they are matters of religion; what hath the Magistrate to do with these things? He is to look to the outward man, not to the inward." Cromwell's own position with